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Uzbekistan capitalized on regional cooperation to enhance energy integration,
connectivity, and security within the Greater Caspian Region. Beyond its
neighbors, Uzbekistan sought investment from the United States, China, and the
European Union, thereby bolstering its domestic economy. Tashkent also
leveraged regional formats like the C5 to deepen these ties and bolster its
international posture.

Key Points:

e Uzbekistan saw a nearly 30% increase in investments in the beginning of
2025 following major deals with the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank,
Japan’s Sojitz_Corporation, and the European Union to develop critical
infrastructure like airports, roads, and a migrant center.

e Uzbekistan elevated its cooperation with the United States in 2025, as both
parties looked to build off productive dialogue and bolster investments into
key sectors, such as critical minerals and tourism. Unprecedented billion-
dollar agreements with U.S. energy companies and Boeing reinforced ties
between the countries, along with President Mirziyoyev's participation in the
C5+1 Summit in Washington.
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e Tashkent elevated relations with the European Union (EU) states, welcoming
heads of state and hosting the first-ever EU-Central Asia Summit in
Samarkand. Continued cooperation on migration, trade, and energy
culminated in the signing of an enhanced partnership agreement between
Uzbekistan and the EU. Meanwhile, to the north, Russia agreed to construct
new nuclear power plants for Uzbekistan, and to the east, China remained a
strategic partner in connectivity and energy projects.

e Uzbekistan played a significant role in enhancing regional cooperation,
hosting the Seventh Consultative Meeting of the Heads of State of the C5
and contributing to summits of the Organization of Turkic States (OTS).
Tashkent also focused on interstate water management and resolving
outstanding border disputes with Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.

e Over the past year, Uzbekistan strengthened the capacity of the Middle
Corridor by upgrading border crossings and expanding transit
infrastructure. It also leveraged relations with China, Kyrgyzstan, and
Mongolia to plan new trade routes, boost trade volumes, and diversify
export markets. Continued collaboration among Iran, Pakistan, India, and
Afghanistan promises to enhance connectivity.

N Energy and Economy

Uzbekistan's Economy Booms: 7.2% Growth and Investments

Uzbekistan’s economy grew 7.2% in the first half of 2025, an increase from
2024’s 6.5%, driven by private consumption and net exports. In 2024, Tashkent
launched 242 maijor projects worth $10 billion, with exports hitting a record $27
billion. In 2025, Uzbekistan saw a 29.1% increase in exports and a 5.5% increase
in investments, primarily in agriculture, transport, construction, and renewable
energy.

Source: Daryo, The World Bank

World Bank Releases New Remittances Data from Central Asia

The World Bank presented a new study analyzing current migration trends in
the Europe and Central Asia region. Labor migration is a significant source of
income for Central Asian economies. As of 2024, remittances accounted for
45% of Tajikistan’s GDP, 24% of Kyrgyzstan's, and 14% of Uzbekistan’s. The study
proposed transforming “brain drain” into “brain gain” by making migration an
explicit development policy and incentivizing the return of high-skilled migrants
through labor market reforms.

Source: Tashkent Times
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Uzbekistan and IAEA Discuss Nuclear Safety and Modular Reactor Training

Uzatom Director Azim Akhmedkhajaev and International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) Director General Rafael Grossi met in Vienna on March 5 to discuss
Uzbekistan’s accession to international nuclear safety agreements. The IAEA
offered legal assistance to align Uzbekistan’s legislation with global standards
and proposed establishing a modular reactor training school in Tashkent.
Meanwhile, Uzbekistan is advancing its first nuclear power plant, a 330-MW
capacity facility in Jizzakh, to be built by Russia’s Rosatom under a 2024
agreement, with construction set to begin after regulatory approval in 2026.
Source: Interfax

Uzbekistan Reports Over 1 million Visitors in April, a Record High

In April, Uzbekistan recorded more than 1 million foreign tourist arrivals for the
first time in a single month. The increase is attributed to government reforms
aimed at revitalizing the tourism sector, including expanded visa-free travel for
multiple countries, infrastructure improvements, and participation in
international tourism forums. In the first two months of 2025, Uzbekistan saw 1.33
million foreign tourist arrivals, a 37% increase compared to the same period in
2024 and a 52.8% increase over 2023.

Source: Daryo

Uzbekistan Increasing Hydropower Capabilities with World Bank Support

The World Bank has approved a $150 million concessional credit to Uzbekistan
to support the development of the small hydropower sector. This project will be
conducted by the private sector, specifically small hydropower developers and
banks. Taking place between 2025 and 2030, the objective of the project is to
increase capacity for small hydropower plants up to 150 megawatts and
generate over 520 gigawatt-hours of green energy annually.

Source: World Bank Group

Uzbekistan Receives $71.1 Million Loan for Climate-Resilient Rural Roads

The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) and Uzbekistan have finalized a
loan agreement of $71.1 million to finance the first phase of the Karakalpakstan
and Khorezm Local Roads Network Reconstruction Project. This project aims to
modernize rural roads to make them more climate resilient. The total project
cost is estimated to be $173.4 million, with a second tranche of loans in the
works.

Source: The Times of Central Asia
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Afghanistan Signs $243 Million Energy Deals with Uzbekistan

Afghanistan has signed $243 million in agreements with Uzbekistan to build four
electricity transmission and distribution projects in Afghanistan. The deals
include high-voltage transmission lines and substations in Kabul, Nangarhar,
and other regions of Afghanistan and are expected to deliver 800-1,000
megawatts of electricity once completed within 18 months. Uzbekistan will fund
the projects, which aim to address Afghanistan’s heavy reliance on imported
power.

Source: Kabulnow

Uzbekistan and China Discuss Nuclear Energy

On September 3, Uzbekistan’'s President Shavkat Mirziyoyev met with China’s
National Nuclear Corporation (CNNC) Chair, Shen Yanfeng. Although Uzbekistan
and Russia signed a deal in June for Rosatom to complete a feasibility study to
construct four VVER-1000 reactors in the country, there are concerns about
Rosatom’s finances for other projects, like that in Kazakhstan, so it is possible
that Uzbekistan is preparing a backup plan, should Rosatom fail to deliver on its
current agreement.

Source: Eurasianet

Uzbekistan Signs Three Agreements on Green Energy with China

On July 24, the representatives of Wind and Solarshine for Electricity Distribution
Panels Manufacturing LLC and China Energy International Group signed three
agreements in the green energy sector. China Energy will provide consulting
support for the construction of a 500-megawatt wind power plant in the
Peshkun district of Bukhara region and for the project to construct a 100-
megawatt energy storage system in Tashkent.

Source: Gazeta.uz, UzDaily

Uzbekistani Airport Project Receives $1Billion Japanese Investment

The Sojitz Corporation of Japan expects to break ground on a new international
airport in Tashkent by the end of the year. Predicting that this project will be
completed by 2028, the $1 billion project will establish the largest aviation hub in
the Central Asian region. The airport will have capacity to support up to 20
million passengers annually and will allow for more than 40 takeoffs and
landings per hour.

Source: Nikkei Asiq, The Times of Central Asia

Asian Development Bank Awards $300 Million Loan to Uzbekistan
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The loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) aims to further develop small
and medium-sized enterprises, with an emphasis on strengthening
digitalization and supporting women-owned businesses. The initiative also
strives to improve lending practices, and a portion of the latest loans will widen
access to financing for entrepreneurs.

Source: Times of Central Asia

Uzbekistan-Russia Dual Nuclear Deal

Uzbekistan confirmed a deal with Russia’s state nuclear company Rosatom to
construct two nuclear power plants. The first is a large plant with two 1000-
megawatt reactors, and the second will comprise two small modular RITM-
200N units at the same site in Uzbekistan. This construction plan is the
culmination of the 2018 and 2024 Uzbek-Rosatom agreements. By 2035, both
large and small nuclear power plants are estimated to add approximately 15
billion kilowatt-hours to Uzbekistan’s power grid. In June, Rosatom and Uzatom
agreed to explore the feasibility of constructing two VVER-1000 reactors in
Uzbekistan, building on prior agreements with Rosatom to build smaller NPPs in
Uzbekistan.

Source: The Times of Central Asia

A\ Trade and Connectivity

China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway Officially Launched

China, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan have signed an investment agreement to
build a railway connecting the three countries, reducing the cost and transit
time of westbound freight. The proposed route would extend 300 miles from
Kashgar, Ching, to Andijan, Uzbekistan, via Kyrgyzstan. However, it will likely be
years before it is operational.

Source: EurasiaNet

Uzbek Government Plans to Improve Middle Corridor Trade

On January 13, President Shavkat Mirziyoyev announced a 5-year plan to
enhance commerce through the Middle Corridor. The plan aims to diversify
Uzbekistan’s trade routes, lower transportation costs, and improve freight
logistics by streamlining customs procedures. Key initiatives include upgrading
border crossings at Davut-ota, Gisht Kuprik, and Navoi; expanding truck stop
networks; and improving transit times. The decree also focuses on
strengthening trade links with Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, Iran, Turkiye,
Azerbaijan, and Georgia. Source: Eurasianet
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Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, and Turkiye Sign “Ankara Declaration”

Following a trilateral meeting of ministers of foreign affairs, tourism, trade,
economy, and transport from Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, and Turkiye, the three
countries signed a new cooperation agreement, known as the Ankara
Declaration. The document supports the territorial integrity of all signatories,
eases investment and trade barriers, and includes agreements to prioritize the
development of the Middle Corridor. Additionally, the three countries agreed to
rebuild and invest in Azerbaijan’s newly liberated Karabakh region.

Source: Daryo

Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan Launch Free Trade Regime

Uzbekistan’s Ministry of Investment, Industry, and Trade announced that
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan have implemented a free-trade regime,
eliminating tariffs on most goods and simplifying trade procedures. The
agreement removes duties on key Uzbekistani exports to Turkmenistan,
including cement, textiles, furniture, plastics, and food products. To boost
exports, Uzbekistan has launched new trade facilitation mechanisms.

Source: Trend news

Uzbekistan Opens New Road Corridor to Mongolia via Kyrgyzstan and China

On June 4, Uzbekistan’s Ministry of Transport and the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry announced the launch of a new freight corridor to Mongolia via
Kyrgyzstan and China, aimed at boosting trade volumes, reducing delivery
times, and diversifying export markets. The pilot shipment is part of broader
efforts to enhance the competitiveness of Uzbek freight carriers. It follows a
February agreement with Mongolia to double the annual quota of transport
permits and introduce an E-Permit system.

Source: Kun

Uzbekistan, Pakistan, and Afghanistan Signed an Agreement on the Trans-
Afghan Railway

On July 17, the foreign ministers of Uzbekistan, Pakistan, and Afghanistan met in
Kabul to sign a trilateral agreement on the feasibility study for the trans-Afghan
railway project. Agreed upon in 2023, the Termez-Naibabad-Maidanshahr-
Logar-Kharlachi route is expected to become a strategic project that enhances
regional connectivity and expands opportunities for global trade. Stretching
over 700 km, the route would connect Central Asia to the Arabian Sea via
Afghanistan, reducing cargo transit time from over 30 days to 3-5 days.

Source: The Astana Times, Xinhua
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Tehran Hosts First India-Iran-Uzbekistan Trilateral Meeting

India, Iran, and Uzbekistan held their first trilateral foreign ministry meeting in
Tehran on September 9, focusing on counterterrorism cooperation and
expanding trade via Iran’s Chabahar Port. The countries also discussed
connectivity, the International North-South Transit Corridor, and measures to
deepen economic and strategic ties.

Source: The Economic Times

A\ Regional Cooperation

Uzbekistan and Tirkiye Sign Action Plan to Boost Tourism

Uzbekistan and Tarkiye signed an agreement and an Action Plan to enhance
tourism cooperation, with a focus on increasing flight frequency, joint
promotions, and cultural exchanges. The plan also includes museum
collaboration, co-productions of historical and artistic films, and an initiative to
attract Turkish tourism operators and investors. Turkish companies currently
operate 12 hotels and more than 100 restaurants in Uzbekistan, with plans to
develop 11 new hotel projects totaling $167.9 million by 2026.

Source: Daryo

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan Agree on Amu Darya Water Management

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan have agreed to enhance cooperation on the
efficient use of Amu Darya water resources, following discussions held on March
13-14 in Turkmenabat. Officials from both countries focused on modernizing
water infrastructure, flood prevention, and optimizing resource use. The talks
came amid growing concerns about Afghanistan’s Qosh-Tepa Canal project,
which could divert an estimated 15% of the Amu Darya’s water and exacerbate
regional water scarcity.

Source: Caspian News

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan Finalize Border Junction After Nearly
20 Years of Talks

After nearly two decades of negotiations, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan
reached an agreement on the junction point of their shared borders. The deal
ensures Kyrgyzstan retains around 100 hectares of land, including a key road.
This follows a March 13 border agreement between Dushanbe and Bishkek,
which marked a significant step toward easing long-standing tensions,
reinforced by Tajikistan’s President Emomali Rahmon’s first visit to Bishkek in

nearly 12 years.
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As part of the deal, the two countries reopened the Kairagach and Kyzyl-Bel
border checkpoints after nearly 4 years of closure.
Source: The Times of Central Asig, AKlpress

Uzbekistan and Afghanistan Sign Preferential Trade Agreement & Joint Action
Plan

Officials from Uzbekistan and Afghanistan signed a Preferential Trade
Agreement and a Joint Afghanistan-Uzbekistan Action Plan during last week's
Fourth Tashkent International Investment Forum. According to Afghanistan’s
Ministry of Industry and Commerce, the Preferential Trade Agreement aims to
reduce tariffs and establish new mechanisms to support export development,
job creation, and industrialization, thereby increasing bilateral trade.

Source: Ariananews

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan Sign Water-Energy Protocols
Effective Until 2026

On September 7, representatives from Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan
held a trilateral meeting in Cholpon-Ata to discuss the exchange of water
releases and electricity supply. To reduce risk in the next growing season, the
officials reached an agreement on water releases from Kyrgyzstan’'s Toktogul
reservoir in exchange for energy supplies from Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. The
parties also agreed on conditions for the transit of electricity from Russia to
Kyrgyzstan via Kazakhstan's power grid. Bilateral talks between Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan concluded a deal to support Kazakhstan’s energy needs from
March to December 2026.

Source: Astana Times

Central Asian Heads of State Meet in Uzbekistan

The region’s leaders gathered in Tashkent on November 15 for the Seventh
Consultative Meeting of Heads of State. Uzbekistan's President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev opened multilateral discussions by proposing the creation of a
“Community of Central Asia” to enhance the region’s economic integration. On
the sidelines, Mirziyoyev held bilateral meetings with his counterparts.

Source: Euronews, Reuters
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Spotlight on U.S.-Uzbek Relations

Uzbekistan Launches $2.6 Billion Initiative to Develop Minerals & Mining Sector.
Uzbekistan has launched a $2.6 billion initiative to develop its mineral sector,
aiming to become a key supplier of rare earths to U.S. industries. Announced by
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev on March 7, the three-year plan includes 76
projects targeting minerals like tungsten, lithium, titanium, and vanadium. The
initiative builds on growing U.S.-Uzbek cooperation, including a September 2024
memorandum of understanding and prior C5+1 dialogues.

Source: Eurasianet

U.S. and Uzbekistan Strengthen Mineral Ties

During meetings in Washington with officials from the Uzbek Investment Ministry
and U.S. business executives, the US. and Uzbekistan signed multiple
agreements on mineral exploration, extraction, and processing. The United
States also made plans to transfer U.S. technology, train Uzbek specialists, and
signaled interest in cooperating on safe nuclear energy technologies. Deputy
Secretary of State Christopher Landau met with Uzbekistan National Security
Council Deputy Chair Abdulaziz Kamilov to further discuss mining, nuclear
power, counterterrorism, and illegal migration.

Source: Eurasianet

Uzbekistan and U.S. Presidents Hold Telephone Call

On September 5, the two state leaders discussed potential pathways towards
enhanced cooperation, with particular focus on increasing bilateral trade. The
two parties also highlighted cultural exchanges and discussed efforts to
strengthen joint security against extremism and illegal migration. Alongside
agreement to advance regional cooperation under the C5+1 framework,
Mirziyoyev invited Trump to visit Uzbekistan in the near future.

Source: Daryo, Anewz

Uzbekistan Announces Nearly $4 Billion Worth of Energy Deals with U.S.
Companies

On September 30, Uzbek Energy Minister Jurabek Mirzamakhmudov announced
Uzbekistan had signed a series of deals with U.S. companies totaling about $4
billion. Pennsylvania-based Air Products will support the construction of a
petrochemical complex in Bukhara, coal gasification initiatives, and jet fuel
refinement. Oil and gas companies Schlumberger and Baker Hughes have
agreed to support the implementation of modern technologies and
management methods.
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Mirzamakhmudov stated that the U.S. Export-Import Bank is prepared to open
an $852 million line of credit to support energy-related projects like these.
Source: UzDaily, Eurasianet

Uzbekistan Signs $8 Billion Deal with Boeing

Uzbekistan Airways announced the largest deal in its history to acquire twenty-
two 787 Dreamliner commercial aircraft from the U.S. aerospace manufacturer.
The deal, which was confirmed on September 22 on the sidelines of the United
Nations General Assembly, aims to support Uzbekistan’s goal of transforming
the country into Central Asia’s premier aviation hub. U.S. President Donald
Trump praised the deal, stating that it would create 35,000 jobs for Americans.
Sources: Boeing, Reuters

Mirziyoyev Meets with U.S. Representatives Gor and Landau

On October 28, President Mirziyoyev received a delegation led by U.S. Special
Envoy for South and Central Asian Affairs Sergio Gor and Deputy Secretary of
State Christopher Landau. Both sides emphasized advancing joint projects in
priority sectors—including industry, finance, energy, digitalization, agriculture,
and critical minerals. The representatives also reaffirmed cooperation on
security, counter-terrorism, extremism, and illegal migration.

Source: Kun.uz

Uzbekistan Introduces Visa-free Regime for U.S. Citizens

In the days leading up to the C5+1 Summit, Uzbekistan’s President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev signed a decree establishing a visa-free regime for U.S. citizens.
Beginning January 1, 2026, U.S. citizens will be able to enter Uzbekistan without a
visa for up to 30 days, aligning Uzbek-U.S. visa policy with that of other Central
Asian states, including Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan. President
Mirziyoyev emphasized that the move will strengthen bilateral cooperation in
the economic, trade, cultural, and tourism spheres.

Source: The Diplomat

Al International Diplomacy

Uzbekistan-China Business Forum Held in Tashkent

On January 16, the Uzbekistan-China business forum was held in Tashkent. The
event was attended by more than 400 business representatives from
Uzbekistan and China, underscoring the growing economic ties between the
two countries.
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By the end of 2024, Chinese investments in Uzbekistan exceeded $10 billion, with
total trade turnover reaching $13.1 billion. Further development plans for “New
Tashkent” were highlighted at the event, including the construction of a 200MW
substation and a 25-mile “underground engineering network” to support the
city.

Source: NewTashkent

Uzbekistan Advances Toward WTO Membership with International Support

On February 19, during the World Trade Organization (WTO) General Council
meeting, Uzbekistan made progress toward WTO accession, a process that
began 31 years ago. The WTO leadership identified Uzbekistan, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and Ethiopia as priority candidates for membership at the next
Ministerial Conference in 2026. Uzbekistan received backing by 16 WTO
members. Tashkent has aligned several national laws with WTO regulations and
signed 23 agreements following negotiations with 13 countries.

Source: Daryo

Macron Hosts Mirziyoyev, Agreements on Energy and More

France’s President Emmanuel Macron hosted Uzbek President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev in Paris for a state visit March 11-13. During the visit, the leaders
signed a 25-year Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) for a 526 MW hybrid energy
project, along with a range of agreements related to water management and
cultural exchange initiatives, including a joint France-Uzbekistan university.
Source: Daryo

EU and Uzbekistan Launch Two New Programs in Central Asia

During a trip to Central Asia, European Union (EU) Commissioner for
International Partnerships Jozef Sikela and Uzbekistan unveiled two new joint
projects on March 18. This includes the "Connectivity for Central Asia (C4CA)
Project,” which aims to increase regional connectivity by building digital
infrastructure and integration in Central Asia, and the "Satellite Connectivity for
Underserved Populations of Central Asia,” which aims to provide internet access
to rural communities across Central Asia. Both initiatives are part of the broader
EU Global Gateway program, which aims to mobilize $300 billion in global
investments by 2027.

Source: Delegation of the European Union to Uzbekistan

EVU and Central Asia Hold Summit in Samarkand

On April 4, the EU and Central Asia held a summit in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.
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All five Central Asian presidents met with EU representatives, including President
of the European Council Anténio Costa and President of the European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen. Discussions covered four major topics:
transit corridors, cooperation on critical raw materials, clean energy, and digital
connectivity. The EU promised €12 billion as part of the Global Gateway Initiative
investment package. During the summit, the EU and Central Asia elevated their
relationship to a strategic partnership.

Source: European Council

Uzbekistan Launches Initiative to Modernize Public Services with EU and UNDP
Support

Uzbekistan has launched a €4.9 million initiative to modernize its public
services, with support from the EU, UNDP, and the Ministry of Justice. The project
aims to enhance the efficiency, transparency, and accessibility of public
services, particularly for rural communities. Key areas of focus include
improving legal and regulatory frameworks, strengthening institutional
capacity, driving digital transformation, and enhancing local governance
systems. By 2029, the initiative plans to digitally transform at least 35 public
services, train 1,000 civil servants, and establish 34 new public service zones.
Source: Daryo

Uzbekistan and China to Establish Visa-Free Travel

Uzbekistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that, beginning on June ],
citizens of Uzbekistan and China will be able to travel visa-free for up to 30 days
to each other’s countries. Cumulative periods of visit will additionally be limited
to 90 days within 180 days. Kazakhstan announced a similar agreement with
China in 2024.

Source: Astana Times

Meloni Visits Central Asia, Signs Trade Deals with Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan

Georgia Meloni, Prime Minister of Italy, visited Central Asia from May 28 to 29.
The trip, which included a C5+1 summit with the heads of state of the five
Central Asian republics, as well as stops in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, was the
latest in a series of high-level visits by European policymakers aimed at
strengthening trade and energy relations between Europe and Central Asia. In
Uzbekistan, Meloni signed agreements totaling over $3 billion with President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev.

Source: Euractiv
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Uzbekistan Joins BRICS Development Bank

On June 18, the president of the New Development Bank, the development bank
of the BRICS intergovernmental grouping, announced that Uzbekistan’s
application for membership in the bank had been approved. The New
Development Bank is widely regarded as a key accomplishment of the BRICS
format, with one of its central goals being to reduce reliance on the dollar as
the world’s international reserve currency. Membership in Uzbekistan could
enable greater engagement with countries in the Global South.

Source: Times of Central Asia

Germany's Volkswagen will start manufacturing cars in Uzbekistan

According to a statement from Uzavtosanoat, an Uzbek firm, the company
plans to begin manufacturing Volkswagen cars in 2026. The company will
conduct assembly, technical, and economic preparations, including selecting
the most suitable models for production in Uzbekistan. This follows a prior
agreement between Volkswagen and a subsidiary of Uzavtosanoat to
collaborate on production and sales.

Source: Kun.uz

European Union Launches Migrant Resource Center in Uzbekistan

On August 26, the EU and Migration Agency under the Cabinet of Ministers of
Uzbekistan, and the International Centre for Migration Policy Development
launched the first Migration Resource Centre (MRC) in Uzbekistan. The center
aims to expand access to services for prospective migrants nationwide to
ensure safe and legal migration. Two existing resource centers in the region
have a total of 16,000 people attending in-person counselling sessions and
have reached 710,000 people via social media.

Source: EEAS

Uzbekistan Signs Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation Agreement with the
EU

Uzbekistan’s President Shavkat Mirziyoyev signed the agreement with EU
leadership during a visit to Brussels on October 23 and 24. The partnership aims
to strengthen bilateral trade, deepen technological cooperation, promote
environmental sustainability, and address climate resilience. The two parties
also agreed to add 10 billion euros in capital to new joint ventures; current EU-
led investment in Uzbekistan totals over 40 billion euros.

Source: Times of Central Asia
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A\l Domestic Affairs and Security

Russia and Uzbekistan Sign Military Strategic Partnership Plan

On January 22, Russian Defense Minister Andrei Belousov and Uzbek Defense
Minister Shukhrat Kholmukhamedov signed a strategic partnership plan that
will last through 2030. The program includes 50 unspecified “joint military
activities” in 2025, followed by broader “strategic initiatives” from 2026 to 2030.
Source: The Moscow Times

Saida Mirziyoyeva Appointed as Uzbekistan’s Head of Presidential
Administration

Uzbekistan's President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has signed a decree restructuring the
Presidential Administration, establishing a new position: Head of the Presidential
Administration. The president’s daughter, Saida Mirziyoyeva, formerly Assistant
to the President, has been appointed to the role.

Source: UZ Daily

Uzbekistan’s Senate Approves Adoption of International Nuclear Damage
Treaty

On June 26, Uzbekistan’s Senate approved the country’s accession to the 1963
Vienna Convention on Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage. By signing this
convention, the Uzbekistani government will adopt an internationally
recognized legal framework for managing nuclear incidents that ensures some
degree of victim compensation, defines the legal obligations of nuclear
operators in the event of an accident, and paves the way for greater
cooperation between Tashkent and the International Atomic Energy Agency.
Source: The Times of Central Asia

Azerbaijan Hosts Joint Military Exercises with Kazakhstan, Qatar, Pakistan,
Tirkiye, and Uzbekistan

Azerbaijan hosted joint military exercises “Eternal Brotherhood,” which included
forces from Kazakhstan, Qatar, Pakistan, Turkiye, and Uzbekistan. The drills
started on September 9 and lasted two weeks. Minister of Defense of Azerbaijan
Zakir Hasanov said that this is the fourth Eternal Brotherhood joint exercises,
which had a “tradition and a vivid example of military cooperation.”

Source: Caspian Post
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Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan Start Military
Exercises in Uzbekistan

On October 14, large-scale joint military exercises involving units from the
defense ministries of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan commenced at Kattakurgan training ground in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan. The joint exercises, titled Unity-2025 (“Birlik-2025"), aimed to
enhance military cooperation and partnership amid growing geopolitical
tensions and the emergence of new threats and challenges. The exercises
consisted of three stages: strengthening the state border's protection and
defense, and searching for, localizing, and destroying illegal armed formations.
Source: Tashkent Times, Ministry of Defense of Azerbaijan
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